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WELCOME

Welcome to the Resource Guide for the Austin Community College
production of Fade by Tanya Saracho.

This Guide begins by looking behind the scenes of the production and meeting
the team that brought this play to the stage. Next, explore some of the themes
of Fade in depth. Finally, dive deeper with suggested reading, podcasts, or
videos to enhance or expand upon the experience of this play.
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SYNOPSIS

When'Lucia, a Mexican-born novelist, gets her first TV writing job, she feels a bit
out of place on the white male-dominated set. Lucia quickly becomes friends with
the only other Latino around, a janitor named Abel. As Abel shares his stories with
Lucia, similar plots begin to find their way into the TV scripts that Lucia writes.
Fade is a play about class and race within the Latinx community, as well as at
large, and how status does not change who you are at your core.

(From Concord Theatricals)

Fade Resource Guide 3


https://www.concordtheatricals.com/p/61801/fade-saracho
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CLICK THE ABOVE IMAGE FOR A VIDEO INTERVIEW

MEET THE DIRECTOR:
YESENIA GARCIA HERRINGTON

Director Yesenia Garcia Herrington discusses how Fade was chosen for this
season, how she approached the play and the themes that draw her to this
work.

VOCABULARY TO KNOW

Double cast: two separate casts of actors/performers playing the same characters.
Understudy: a performer who is tasked with taking over a single actor's role should that other
actor be unable to perform.

Swing: a performer who is capable of taking over multiple actors' roles should any of them be
unable to perform.

Fresa: Mexican or Latin American slang to describe someone who is upper class, educated, and

sometimes shallow or superficial.
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https://youtu.be/s6WShvTbRT4
https://youtu.be/s6WShvTbRT4

Wit | -*E,
fiMeet the®

51gners.,:

m*”]ﬂ”“{‘({ - L\ Phomas Sa lars
i ‘ " Set Designia arT S
/ ’ f.ﬂ!ﬂl{w COMSEruCtien

.mn“

" CLICK THE ABOVE IMAGE FOR A VIDEO INTERVIEW

 MEET THE DESIGNERS:
~ THOMAS SALAS *
| SET DES[GN AND CONSTRUCT[ON

Designer Thomas Salas dlscusses creating the world of Fade's set, some of -
the unlque challenges of this production, and how he sees ‘his-own

~ experiences reflected in the play
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https://youtu.be/s6WShvTbRT4
https://youtu.be/jUK_y0G3ZGY
https://youtu.be/jUK_y0G3ZGY
https://www.austincc.edu/offices/environmental-stewardship/zero-waste
https://www.austincc.edu/offices/environmental-stewardship/zero-waste
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CLICK THE ABOVE IMAGE FOR A VIDEO INTERVIEW

MEET THE DESIGNERS:

STEPHANIE DUNBAR
COSTUME DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION

Y

Designer Stephanie Dunbar discusses the unique process of designing and
reconstructing costumes for a contemporary play, the small design choices
that flesh out a character, and how she connects with the text.

e

THE COSTUME DESIGN PROCESS

1.Read the script for costume cues.

2.Research

3.Rough draft/ first looks to prese
director

4.Final renderings

5.Build costumes

nt to the
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https://youtu.be/s6WShvTbRT4
https://youtu.be/jUK_y0G3ZGY
https://youtu.be/K7tZSz7pE2Y
https://youtu.be/K7tZSz7pE2Y
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CLICK THE ABOVE IMAGE FOR A VIDEO INTERVIEW

MEET THE PLAYWRIGHT:
TANYA SARACHO

Playwright Tanya Saracho talks with the Denver Center for the Performing
Arts about an early reading of Fade, her real-life inspirations for the play,

and the complexities of her own identity.
(From the Denver Center Performing Arts Youtube Channel)

Tanya Saracho is a successful playwright, television writer,
showrunner, and entrepreneur. She's written for How to
Get Away With Murder, HBO's Looking, and Devious Maids.
She created and produced 3 seasons of Vida for Starz and
currently is in pre-production for a new television series
tentatively called 15 Candles. Tanya, with Christine Davila
founded Ojala, a media company focused on amplifying
Latine voices. She was also a'co-founder of Chicago's

Teatro Luna. Fade Resource Guide 7



https://youtu.be/s6WShvTbRT4
https://youtu.be/jUK_y0G3ZGY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EJMWfHlSmZI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EJMWfHlSmZI

SOCIAL CONTEXT

Fade explores many themes: gender, the functions‘of class in the United States
and Mexico, the underrepresentation of Latinx people in media, the complexities
of identity, and so much more. This section expands on only a few of the many
pertinent issues that arise in Tanya Saracho's work.

First, learn about the complicated and ever-changing world of cultural identity
and nomenclature/naming. Next, examine Latino representation in contemporary
media, before, finally, considering what it means to bé "Latino enough,".in the
Americas today.
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WHAT'S IN A NAME?
HISPANIC, LATINO, CHICANO, &
LATINX

How a culture names itself changes throughout time due to a myriad of factors. Some of these
factors range from how the culture sees itself in relation to others, how they are legally
recognized within a nation, or how gender is recontextualized over time. For
Latinx/Latino/Latine/Hispanic peoples, this naming has only become all the more complicated
and politicized over recent years. (You may, for instance, notice that this Guide uses multiple
versions of these names. This is intentional)

It is helpful to note that, like the echaracters in Fade, such naming can be very personal and spark
controversy. A helpful rule of thumb is to listen for what one calls themselves and respect their

choice, rather than imposing nomenclature on another.

Below is an insightful article from the'History Channel that explains how these various terms
have changed and continue to change for this diverse swath of people in the Americas:

"Latino, Hispanic, Latinx, Chicano: The History Behind the

Terms"

From History.com
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https://www.history.com/news/hispanic-latino-latinx-chicano-background
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MEDIA

One of the pertinent issues in Fade is the lack of Latino/x/e representation in media. The

character Lucia struggles with the idea of being the only Latina in the room and the burden of
representing a whole large swath of people. With the explosion of film and television streaming
platforms, there have been some great strides towards representation on screen, but even that
often reads as two steps forwards, three steps back. Often, critically-acclaimed shows, such as
Tanya Saracho's Vida or Netflix's Gentified or One Day at a Time, only get two to three seasons

before getting the axe.

The video and graphic below come from a 2021 study commissioned by the Latino Donor

Collaborative, a DC-based think tank dedicated to the stronger representation of Latino people

in politics and society.

U.S. Latinos represent
18.7%

otal U.S
population

CLICK THE ABOVE IMAGE FOR A VIDEO
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Qy4wlv-T6o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Qy4wlv-T6o
https://www.goodmorningamerica.com/culture/story/gentefied-canceled-happening-latino-led-shows-82309833
https://www.latinodonorcollaborative.org/

LATINO REPRESENTATION IN MEDIA

(CONTINUED)

2021 LATINOS IN MEDIA REPORT

UNCOVERING THE OPPORTUNITY
OF LATINO REPRESENTATION
IN FILMS AND SHOWS

Latinos are the largest minority in America and the motor of demographic and
economic growth. (18.7% of the U.S. population) Yet, they are
vastly underrepresented in mainstream content.

¥ &

2.9% 5.0% 3.7% 3.4%

OF LATINO OF LATINO OF LATINO OF LATINO
LEADS IN LEADS IN FILM ENSEMBLES IN CO-LEADS AND
SHOWS SHOWS ENSEMBLES IN
FILM
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2.5% 4.4% 2.5% 6.7%
OF LATINO OF LATINO OF LATINO OF LATINO
SHOWRUNNERS WRITERS IN DIRECTORS IN DIRECTORS IN
IN SHOWS FILM SHOWS FILM

For more information and details of the report,
please email us at info@latinocollaborative.org

www.LatinoDonorCollaborative.org
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WHO IS LATINO ENOUGH‘?

BY JAMES MONTANO

Often belng Latlno/x/e in the United States involves living in what some researchers call a
“llmrnal space”, oranin- between space. It is a space where one balances living.out the various

. aspects of one’s cultural |dent|ty, such as language (usually Spanlsh) food (think: frijoles,
platanos chlles) dress and music, while also adopting the aspects of berng an “American”,

such as speakrng Englrsh engagingin U.S. pop culture, and eating Amerlcan cuisine. A

. compl1cated part.of such liminality or in-between-ness is that one can feel criticized by both the
larger U.S. culture for not being American enough and while at home, by the family for not being
Latino enough. This tension plays out in the classic film Seléna, in a scene where the young;m‘p
star (played By Jennifer Lopez) thrills at the idea of performing in Mexico. Her father, played by

- Edward James Olmos, patiently expla‘ins‘ “Being Mexican American is tough. Anglosijp all
over you if you don t speak English perfectly Mexicans jump all over you if you don’ t speak
Spanish,| perfectly We gotta be twice as perfect as everybody else.”

o ’

Vg o ‘s o

. The complexity of navigating the dual-identity of U. S. Latinidad becomes clearer whe‘n one looks
at the changing demographlcs in the country. A 2022 Pew Research Center report notes that,
from 2010 to 2021, Hispanics—the term the U.S. government commonly used to broadly descrlbe
Latinx peoples—made up over 50% of U.S. population growth, despite a decline in immigration.
For scale, this growth has exponentially exploded from the 1970s to the current moment. In
1970, the Hispanic population in the U.S. was around 9.6 million, a drop in the bucket compared

to the 62.5 million Hispahics in 2021. : h
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HIBYaeYQF0k
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2022/09/23/key-facts-about-u-s-latinos-for-national-hispanic-heritage-month/

WHO IS LATINO ENOUGH? (CONTINUED)

For Latinos, English proficiency has increased and Spanish use at home has Atthe same time, Spanish
decreased, especially among those born in the U.S. use in Latino households has

% of Latinos ages 5 and older who ...

precipitously declined. In
U.S.-born Foreign-born
Eatitie - _ Lathios : 1980, 75% of Latinos spoke

) z/’f =t Spanish in their homes,
el e only S9% spoke

59 ' English proficiently. Those

Speak English proficiently o ,.-O: numbers have gradua“y
flipped. As of 2021, only 68%
of Latinos speak Spanish at

All Latinos

1980 1990 2000 2010 2021 1980 1990 2000 2010 2021 1980 1990 2000 2010 2021
worone  NOMe while 72% utilize
2 that they speak English “very well.” For 2021, s i

ken at |

English. And yet, the marker

of language as a facet of

FEW RESEARCH CENTER

“true” Latinx identity

remains difficult. A 2015 Pew Research Study asked Hispanics if “it is/is not necessary for a person to
speak Spanish to be considered Hispanic/Latino.” A full 71% of Latinos said that Spanish was not a
necessary marker of Latino identity.

Despite this assertion, pressures to prove one’s Latino-ness
through language remain. Fade directorYesenia Garcia
Herrington remarked in a recent interview that the play asks
the questiofn “What is ‘enough’?” when it comes to Latinx
identity. Yesenia was raised in a Mexican American family of
first-generation migrant farmworkers. She notes that they
“weren’t quite Mexican, like our cousins were [in Mexico], but
we weren’t quite American because of where we came from...
This duality is something that a lot of people struggle with,
especially people that | know that call themselves ‘no sabe’
kids—they don’t speak Spanish. This brings the idea of ‘what
does it mean to be enough'?”

FADE DIRECTOR YESENIA GARCIA HERRINGTON
One way to identify how aspects of identity are

performed/enacted and enforced is to look at other theories

around similar performances, such as gender. While it is often taken for granted that culture is
a fixed, unchanging aspect of identity like gender; contemporary gender theory has noted that
many facets of identity are constructed and “instituted through a stylized repetition of acts.”
Performance feminist Judith Butler, in their seminal 1988 article “Perfermance‘Acts and

Gender Constitution: An Essay on Phenomenology and Feminist Theory” (Theatre Journal)

notes how gender is “performed” through clothing (think: costuming), styles of speech
(performance dialogue), and how people move (choreography). All those elements of
performance make up a culturally constructed definition of gender.
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https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/02/19/is-speaking-spanish-necessary-to-be-hispanic-most-hispanics-say-no/
https://www.amherst.edu/system/files/media/1650/butler_performative_acts.pdf

WHO IS LATINO ENOUGH? (CONTINUED)

Those elements of performance also have changed over time and will continue to change and
yet, like Latinidad, are policed and maintained internally and externally. Butler also notes that
the policing of gender is often done through “kinship” or family ties first, meaning that early on,
the family defines what it means to be a gendered person. To extend this to Latinx culture, we
can p\resume that many of those same aspects of performance—costume, dialogue, and
choreography—are embedded in cultural identity as well and are policed from inside Latinx
families and culture first. Criticism about one’s identity then emerges from the broader U.S.
culture next.
The pressure to define oneself as “Latino enough” is something that is sure to only become more
complicated as U.S. der;"lographics co_ntinué to change. And while the intricacies of identity can
"be uncomfortable and sometimes isolating,‘i't is also helpful to note that one is not alone in this
. discomfort. Many people are questioning whether they are “enough,” but the reality is that
everyone is simply who they are, built from whatever environment nurtured them. Simply stated:
we all are enough. ‘ |

'
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: THE LEARN MORE LIS'T

s,

Th provides the opportunity to explore some of the themes and topics in
Fade oWyour own. Below is a short resource list that expands on some of the ideas
in the play.

On Latinx Representation in Media

LISTEN: "Latinos in Hollywood" NPR series on Latino history, representation, and futures on the

silver screen.
LISTEN: Tanya Saracho on Latino USA (NPR) discussing Vida and the rarity of complex Latina
stories.

WATCH: Rep. Joaquin Castro on NPC Newsmakers discussing congressional research into Latino

representation in media.
READ: "Hispanic Underrepresentation in the Media", a 2021 report from the Government
Accountability Office.

On ldentity

READ: "When Labels Don't Fit: Hispanics and Their Views of Identity" from the Pew Research
Center.

LISTEN: "Latinx: The Ungendering of the Spanish Language" a short conversation about
nomenclature from LatinoUSA (NPR).

WATCH: "Struggles of Not Feeling Latino Enough" personal reflections from the Pero Like
Youtube-€erew.

On Women in Hollywood

READ: "Behind the Scenes: The State of Inclusion and Equity in TV Writing", a 2021 study by the
Think Tank for Inclusion and Equity.

WATCH: "Celluloid Ceilings: Women Directors Speak Out" Bloomberg Quicktake talks to female
directors about the limitations placed on women directors in film.

READ: "What it's like being the 'only woman in the room' on a TV show", Todd VanDerWerff
interviews tv writer Nell Scovell (The Simpsons, NCIS) following the release of her book.
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https://www.npr.org/series/1121772250/latinos-in-hollywood
https://www.npr.org/2018/07/10/627607834/portrait-of-tanya-saracho-gives-us-vida
https://www.npr.org/2018/07/10/627607834/portrait-of-tanya-saracho-gives-us-vida
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2DVNYJ_Yzmg
https://www.gao.gov/blog/hispanic-underrepresentation-media
https://www.pewresearch.org/hispanic/2012/04/04/when-labels-dont-fit-hispanics-and-their-views-of-identity/
https://www.npr.org/2016/01/29/464886588/latinx-the-ungendering-of-the-spanish-language
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MZkbTzdNCW0
https://seejane.org/research-informs-empowers/behind-the-scenes-the-state-of-inclusion-and-equity-in-tv-writing/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nLdE50v8Xc4
https://www.vox.com/2018/5/21/17371100/nell-scovell-interview-just-the-funny-parts-book

